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Editorial

Photograph of the Month

Radial fractures in Garnet, Dora Maira, Italy. Photograph Tom Blenkinsop, Townsville. � Tom Blenkinsop.
Garnet containing radial microfractures around quartz in-
clusions. The quartz inclusions have a palisade texture (visible
under cross-polars; not seen here) indicating that they have
inverted from coesite, one of the high pressure polymorphs of
quartz. This reaction is accompanied by a 12% volume change.
The quartz-coesite phase change or elastic stresses around the
inclusions may have created the radial fractures. Specimen
from Dora-Maira, Italy (provided by Mike Rubenach). Plain
polarised light, width of field of view 4.5 mm.
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